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If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren, within any of thy 
gates, in thy land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou ſhalt not harden 
thy heart, nor ſhut thine hand from thy poor brother—and thine heart ſhall 
not be grieved when thou giveſt unto him: Becauſe that for this thing the 
Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy works, and in all that thou putteſt 
thine hand unto. For the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land. 

| DEV r. xv. 7— 10, 11. 
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TO 


HENRY THORNTON, ESQ. 
94 

I HAVE taken the liberty, 
without ſoliciting permiſsion, to pre- 
fix your name to two Diſcourſes, the 
object of which is to blend the moſt 
ſolemn ſuggeſtions of Religion, with 
the ſimpleſt dictates of Humanity. 
The name of THORNTON has been 
ſo long aſſociated, in my mind, with 
theſe two ſacred ideas, that they are 
become inſeparable. I felt myſelf, 


therefore, irreſiſtibly carried along, by 


my ſubject, to pay a tribute of 5 
to the memory of your worthy Fa- 
ther. And, under a fimilar impulſe, I 
have preſumed to preſent this public 
mark of my reſpect to his Son; hap- 
py in the reflection, that the ſpirit, as 
well as name of the parent, ſurvives 
in his oftspri ing. 


4 lt 


Bechnal- Green Road, 


„„ 
It is my deſign, at the ſame time, 


to inculcate upon men of affluence, 


by a well-known example, what the 
true uſe of wealth is; in hope that 
ſome may be induced to give value to 


gold, and dignity to rank, and reliſh to 


pleaſure, by indulging themſelves in 


the luxury of doing good. 

That you may long enjoy your ſe- 
natorial and commercial honours, re- 
ſpectability, and conſequence ; that 
you. may long be ſpared, as a © Father 
* to the poor;” and that you may 
have your reward in the teſtimony of 
a good conſcience, in public eſteem, 
and in the bleſſing and approbation of 
the Almighty, is the earneſt with. of, 

e OY 
Y our moſt obedient, 


humble ſervant, 


HENRY HUNTER. 


a 


Het. 27, 0. 
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Mar. xxv. 35, 40. 


* [ was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: 
in as much as ye have done it unto one of 
* the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have 


& done it unto me 


: 


[4 
10 Mt 
i ry WH 


1 
Lal WA 


OU need not to be informed, my bre- 
L_ thren, whoſe theſe words are, and to 
what awful ſolemnity they refer. You know 
they are ſpoken by him who ſpake the uni- 
verſe into being, who upholdeth all by the 
word of his power,” and to whom „ all 
66 judgment is committed ;” and that they 
refer to a period which 1s to determine, not 
the future temporal condition of an individual, 
of a great nation, of a globe; but the ever- 
laſting ſtate of the whole human race, exiſt- 
ing from the beginning to the end of time. 
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2 THE DAY or JUDGMENT, 


The great Judge of the quick and the 
* dead” is here unfolding the intimate con- 
nection which ſubſiſts between preſent con- 
duct and future retribution ; between the 
tranſient diſpoſitions, employments, and pur- 
ſuits of every day, and their permanent, their 


_ everlaſling effects. And we feel ourſelves 


irreſiſtibly prompted to conſider, and to re- 
ſpect, the perſon of the Saviour of mankind, 
by commiſerating and relieving the diſtreſſes 
of his neceflitous brethren, as he condeſcend- 
ingly denominates even the /eaft of them. 
Beſides the regularly and continually re- 
volving ſphere of duty, in which the man 
and the Chriſtian 1s called to move, Pro- 
vidence is frequently pointing out ſingular 


and extraordinary articles of duty, furniſhed 


by occaſion; enjoined, it is granted, by no 
ſpecific ſtatute, in either morals or religion, 
but though of tranſitory, yet of powerful 
obligation, Compaſſion to the poor is eſta- 
bliſhed at once by the law of our nature, by 


the ſtate of civil ſociety, and by the precepts 


of the goſpel: And compaſſion to the indi- 


gent, of a particular deſcription, at trying 


ſeaſons, and in fingular circumſtances, while 
; nes it 


THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, 3 


it is included in the general law, is, at the 
lame time, energetically enforced by the 
ſtimulus of time, and place, and knowledge 
of the caſe. | | 

But before I bring my temporary object 
directly forward; in the view, indeed, of 
bringing it forward with greater advantage, 
let me endeavour to lead your attention to 
the awful, the univerſally and eternally inte- 
reſting ſcene repreſented in the context, and 


to impreſs it on your hearts: A ſcene, in 


which no one is to be a ſpectator merely, but 
every one to act a moſt ſerious and important 
part. . 3 

I.“ The Son of Man ſhall come in His 
„glory.“ The laſt great period of all things 
is at length arrived. Already has the trumpet 
ſounded, and the dead have ariſen, and the 
ſea has given up the dead which are in it; 
already has the mighty Angel lifted up his 
hand to heaven, and ſworn * by him that 
6 liveth for ever and ever, who created 
„ heaven, and the earth, and the ſea, and 
the things which are therein, that there 
- <4 ſhall be time no longer ;” already has the 
ſun been darkened, and the moon ſtripped of 


B 2 her 


== — I ———̃ ( 
- — — — 
. — — — ” 
——== 7 — 
2 = — — 
— K — - i 
— — — > — — 
— ——— 
— — 7 P 
RR x »$-- SPe-25 
— —— egy 
— —— 
— — . 8 


. ——— 
— — 

—— — 
a x KS > 5 
— — 
— — — 

. I 
= «4 * — 


1 Fi * 
| i 4 
Rand 4 
" 14+ | 1 
Aa MY 
on i? 
AN 
"9h: ba 
Nie j 
. 


_ 


4 THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


her light, and the, ſtars have fallen from 


heaven ; when lo, the Son of Man cometh 


with power, and great glory, and every eye 


ſeeth him.—** The Son of Man!” It is, it 


is He, the brother, the friend of man, who 


appears; who is ſeated on yonder radiant 


- throne, in whoſe glory all thoſe reſplendent 


orbs of light are abſorbed, extinguiſhed, loſt ; 


He it is, thus highly exalted, far above all 


principalities, and powers, and every name 
that is named; the ſame who once dwelt 
among men upon earth; who went about do- 
ing good, alleviated the miſeries of mankind, 
himſelf a man of ſorrows and acquainted 
„with grief.” He it is, who ſubmitted to 
poverty with the poor, who wept with the 
mourner, who ſuffered reproach with the 
deſpiſed, who took on him the form of a ſer- 
vant, who became obedient unto death ; and 
who was, who did, who endured all this, in 


the bowels of friendſhip, in the ed 
ardor of fraternal affection. 


He ſhone 7hen, in the glory of humanity 
and mercy ; of meekneſs and condeſcenſion, 


of patience and reſignation; his preſent glory 
is that of univerſally acknowledged ſupre- 


macy; 


THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. $ 


macy; of unrivalled, unlimited, incontrolable 
authority; of inflexible juſtice; of a love, 
whoſe height and depth, whoſe length and 
breadth ſurpaſs knowledge. He who enters 


on the ſcene, as the ſon of man,” is quickly 


transformed into zhe king, the lord of 


angels, the diſpenſer of kingdoms, the dread 
arbiter of life and death, holding in his hand 


the tremendous key which opens, and no 
* man can ſhut, and which ſhuts, and no man 
can open.“ gat | 

„ The Son of Man in glory!“ The very 
| object that was ſeen on earth. Great from 


firſt to laſt is the myſtery of godlineſs ! God 


made manifeſt in the fleſh ;”” humanity 


exalted to ſupreme command, over univerſal 
nature, all things put under his feet, all the 
angels of God commanded to worſhip him; 


and deity deſcended, to the unterrifying per- 
ception of mortals, to the performance of the 


tendereſt offices of humanity, to the moſt 
intimate communications of mutual love. 


Bleſſed ſource of hope for eternity! The 


ſource of being, of light, of joy; he who is 
to ſupport our felicity for ever and ever, is 
intimately united to us, knows our frame, 
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6 | THE DAY OF JUDGMENP. 


can completely adapt his ſupplies to our con- 
ſtantly recurring, growing neceſſities. 
I: © And all the holy angels with him.” 
What a ſplendid and magnificent train ! How 
poor is the ſtate of a king! How is all the 
glory of this world eclipſed! Angels! 
By the ſtroke of one all the firſt born 1 
Egypt periſhed in one eventful night. Ano- 
ther, at God's command; makes a fearful 
progreſs of three days, from Dan to Beer- 
ſheba, and lo, ſeventy thouſand victims ſeal 
his cominiſhon With their blood. —A third 
goes out by night, through the camp of the 
Aſſyriaiis, ind ſmites; and the dawning 
light of returning day diſcovers the dreadful 
carnage; a hundred fourſcore and five thou- 
ſand dead corpſes. Thus mighty, thus ter- 
rible is an angel, when the miniſter of juſtice. 
Leſs awful, but not leſs potent, not leſs in- 
telligent, not leſs deciſive in execution, an 
angel of God, when the meſſenger of peace. 
They excel in ſtrength.” The angel ſent | 
to Gideon puts forth the end of the ſtaff that 
was in his hand, and touches the facrifice, 
and behold, fire ſtarts out of the flinty rock, 
and conſumes it. Gabriel appears, and the 
fate. 
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fate of empires, for ages to come, is diſcloſed 
to the eye of the prophet ; and the advent 
of ** Meſſiah the Prince,” and the deceaſe 
which he ſhould accompliſh at Jeruſalem,” 
are announced, at the diſtance of more than 
five centuries. That period elapſed, Gabriel 
is again on the wing; he penetrates through 
the ſolid walls of the temple, takes his ſtation 
by the altar of incenſe, proclaims the ap- 
proach of the fulneſs of time,” the ** ac- 
„ ceptable year of the Lord,” and, by a 
word, ſtrikes the increduJous prieſt with 
dumbneſs for a ſeaſon. At the end of ſix 
months, behold the ſame flaming miniſter at 
Nazareth of. Galilee, to declare the counſels 
of the maſt High, the fulfilling of the Scrip- 
tures, the birth of the Saviour of the world, 
The morning of the Saviour's reſurrection 
dawns. What makes the earth to quake !— 
What moved that great ſtone from the door 
of the ſepulchre? Why do theſe hardy 
veterans of Rome * ſhake, and become as 
„ dead men? The angel of the Lord 
has deſcended from heaven; with a coun- 
„ tenance like lightning, and raiment white 

B 4 ** AS 
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&« as ſnow :” And nature animated, and ina- 
nimate, feels his preſence. W 
Such are angels, fngly ; thus mighty, thus 
formidable, thus inſtructed, thus beneficent: 
What are they united, in bands, in legions ? 
Let me refer you, for an anſwer, to the three 
great eras of the world ; to the day, when 
God created man on the earth, the glory, 
the corner ſtone of creation; then ** the 
„morning ſtars ſang together, and all the 
5 ſons of God ſhouted for joy:” I refer you 
to the day when there was born, in the 
„ city of David, a Saviour, which is Chriſt, 
* the Lord;” then, © there was ſuddenly, 
with the announcing” angel, a multitude 
of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, and 
+ ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, and 
on earth peace, good will towards men.” 
1, finally, refer you to this great and nota- 
„ble day of the Lord,” when * the Son of 
„Man ſhall come in his glory, and all the 
„holy angels with him.” When number 
is combined with the other qualities of this 
mighty, angelic hoſt, the heart of man is 
melted within him. What variety of orders! 
the cherubim and the ſeraphim! principality, 


power, 
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power, might, dominion What multi- 
tudes in every tribe! In the loweſt ſtate of his 
humiliation, the Saviour employs the indefi- 
nite . term ** twelve legions,” to expreſs a 
{mall detachment from that innumerable 
body, ready to attend his lighteſt call, and 
to execute all his pleaſure. * Thinkeſt thou, 


+ that I cannot now pray to my Father, and 


He ſhall preſently give me more than 
«© twelve /egions of angels? The word is 
roman; it denotes an armed body of cavalry 
and infantry, conſiſting of from 5000 to 
6000. Nothing could refiſt the force of a 
few ſuch legions ; they ſubjugated a hemiſ- 
phere ; but what is their united courage and 
force before one, the leaſt, of the heavenly 
hoſt ? They melt away, they die. What a 
climax ! one, more than twelve legions, a/l 
the holy angels! The ſpirit is overwhelmed 
at the thought. And all, all ſubjected to the 
ſovereign will of ons, prompt as lightning 
to obey his commandments, irreſiſtible, as de- 
vouring fire, in the diſcharge of their ſeveral 
offices, whether of vengeance or of love. 


And, is it for nothing, that a are ſum 


moned to attend the ſolemnities of this day ? 


Is 
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o a THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


Ts it merely to ſwell a pageant ; or to be the 

filent, unconcerned ſpectators of a magnificent 

exhibition ? No, my friends, they are the 

ſubjects, the witneſſes, the executioners of 
future and final judgment. They are now 
miniſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter to 

the heirs of ſalvation ; there is joy among 

them over every ſinner that repenteth; and 

their joy ſhall be full when the number of 
the Lord's redeemed ſhall be complete, and 

| raiſed to inherit the kingdom prepared for 

| - them from the foundation of the world. 

| 8 III. Before him ſhall be gathered 40 
= - 

| 


6 nations.” Another a//! how tremendous ! 
Before we have advanced far in computation, 
we loſe all diſtinctneſs of idea, and fink into 
mere cypher and ſound. Even the ſmall 
number 1000, for {mall it relatively is, fills 
| a large ſpace in the mind, combine it with what 
] | ſubſtantive you will, men, pounds, years, 
=» leagues. Million 1s merely a word of ſeven 
| letters, making two ſyllables, repreſented 
| arithmetically to the eye, by the figure 1; 
ll followed by ſix cyphers. The higher names 
1 expreſſing number, become, as we proceed, 
„ more ee ene oppreſſive, till ima- 
gination 


AT 
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gination itſelf ſinks under the weight. This 


great city is ſuppoſed to contain a million of 


ſouls ; and it changes its inhabitants almoſt 
entirely every twenty years 3 what a fearful 


{weep, then, does a century make ! And : 


what is the population of the metropolis, 
compared to that of the united kingdoms ? 
And what is Britain, compared to Europe ? 
And what is Europe, compared to the globe ? 
And what are twenty or thirty years, com- 
pared to 60? And what are the years of 
the world already paſt, to thoſe which may 
yet be to come ? When theſe queſtions are 
reſolved, and the awful amount is calculated, 
then the import of the words, all nations, 


will, perhaps, be felt ; ; underſtood, it can- 


not be. 


In a great crowd there is ſometimes dan- 
ger, ſometimes hope, that an individual may 
be overlooked, and ſo miſs reward, or eſcape 


from puniſhment: But ſuch apprehenſion, 


ſuch hope, has no place in the breaſt of any 
one individual in all that vaſt aſſembly. 
Each is a veſſel of mercy, fitted for glory, or 
a veſſel of wrath, fitted for deſtruction; and 
every one's conſcience has already pro- 
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1 THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


nounced ſentence, before judgment begins. 
But, behold the ſolemn hour of final, of 
.everlaſting diſcrimination, of e of 
deciſion, is come: For, 

IV. He ſhall ſeparate them one from 
another, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep 
from the goats.” In this world, the tares 
and the wheat grow up together. At a cer- 
tain ſtage of vegetation, it is not eaſy to diſ- 
tinguiſh the worthleſs weed, from the nutri- 
mental plant; and, even after the difference 
has become ſenſible to the eye, it would be 
imprudent, unſafe, to ſeparate them; leſt, 
while the tares are gathered, the wheat alſo 
be rooted up with them; they grow toge- 
ther, therefore, until the harveſt, when the 
tares are gathered together, and bound in 
bundles, for the fire; and the wheat gathered 
together to be laid up in ſtore. In this world, 
the righteous cannot be diſtinguiſhed from 
the wicked, by either the endowments of na- 
ture, or the gifts of Providence : And the ap- 
pearances of goodneſs are, in many caſes, 1o 
equivocal ys uncertain, that the eye of man 
may be eaſily deceived, truth and falſhood 

may be confounded, and an erroneous judg- 
ment 


J 
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ment pronounced. How often does guilt 
eſcape and innocence ſuffer, by the award 
of human tribunals ? But the period is now 


come, which ſhall rectify all; which ſhall 


bring every thing to light, and for ever 
ſeparatè between the precious and the vile. 
An ordinary eye can diſtinguiſh the ſheep 


from the goat ; but the ſhepherd's experienced 


eye can readily diſtinguiſh ſheep from theep, 
and goat from goat. With a power of dit- 
crimination inconceivably more degifive, the 
great Judge of all can diſtinguiſh, not only the 
eternal, immutable extremes of good and evil, 
but the blending ſhades, the endleſs grada- 
tions, in the one and in the other, and thall 
apportion to each an adequate meaſure of 
condemnation or applauſe, of puniſhment or 

recompenſe. What military commander ever 
made ſuch an arrangement of his few little 
bands? Behold, every one is in his place. 
With the expedition of thought, the innu- 


merable legions have divided, never more to 


mix and be confounded. They are divided 
and ſeparated, not by the fantaſtical diſtine- 
tions of a vain world, not by complexion, or 
ſpeech ; not by a and titles, and habits; 
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14 THE DAY OF ſJUDGMENT. 


not by the iſins and ſhibboleth of party; but 


by the unvarying, everlaſting, uncomplying, 


unblending diſtinctions of right and wrong, 
truth and a lie, faith and infidelity. The ſe- 
paration made, judgment paſſed, it remains 


that ſentence be pronounced, and that execu- 


tion follow. This is the next great ſolem- 


nity of this moſt eventful day. 


V. Then ſhall the King ſay unto them 
* on his right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my 


Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 


« you from the foundation of the world. 
„Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on the 


left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, into 


«© everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 
4 his angels. — And theſe ſhall go away into 


« everlaſting puniſhment : but the righteous 


<« into life eternal.“ „Where the word of 


* a king is, there is power.” But how li- 


mited the power of the princes and potentates 
of this world! Can it reſtrain the winds ? 
Can it repel the waves? It may doom the 
body to death, but cannot reach the ſoul. 


It may grant the reprieve of a few fleeting 


days to the wretch condemned, but cannot 
for a moment avert the fatal ſtroke from the 
head 
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— 


head of the monarch himſelf. It may confer 


the government of a province, but the conti- 


nuance of poſſeſſion it is unable to ſecure. It 
may beſtow wealth, but contentment, in- 
ward peace, the teſtimony of a good con- 
{cience, are bleſſings not at the diſpoſal of 
royalty. Let the thrones of earthly princes 
fink into the duſt ; let them hide their“ di- 
e miniſhed heads” in preſence of this great 
King, on whoſe lips hang ** eternal life“ 
and * everlaſting fire; who has in his gift 
* a kingdom that can never be moved,” and 
the power of binding in adamantine chains, 
which can neither be ſhaken off nor burſt 
aſunder. In the days of his fleſh, in the 
loweſt ſtate of humiliation, in dying agony, 
as a ſovereign He difpoſed of this eternal 
kingdom: ** Verily, I ſay unto thee, To- 
day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe.” 


How much more now that “for the ſuffer- 


„ ing of death, he is crowned with glory and 
„ honour ;” now that all power is given 


c unto Him in heaven and in earth; now that 


& he hath put all enemies under his feet.“ 


Behold, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
the whole world of 


2 


an eye, all nations, 
mankind, 
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- mankind, eternally diſpoſed of; an irrever- 
ſible doom pronounced, between theſe and 
thoſe; a great, an unpaſſable oulf fixed, and 
all communication for ever cut wy : And with 
theſe, or thoſe, O my ſoul, I am to aſſociate 
for the endleſs ages of eternity, the poſſeſſor 
of a throne above the ſkies, with that ! cho- 
« ſen generation,” that ** royal prieſthood,” 
that holy nation,” that . peculiar people,” 
who “ ſhew forth the praiſes of Him who 
** hath called them out of darkneſs into his 
„ marvellous light ;” or a prey to devouring 
Hames, with << the devil and his angels.” 
But does this ſolemn W proceed 
on no principle? Are life and death arbitra- 
rily diſpenſed ? No, my brother. The judge, 
the ſovereign king vouchſafes to render a 
reaſon ; He fabmits his deciſion to the exa- 
mination of attending angels, to the exami- 
nation of the parties themſelves, and vindi- 
cates his ways even to men. This is the | 
VI. Remarkable and intereſting particular 

in the repreſentation which Chriſt gives us 
of a judgment to come; * For I was an 
© hungered, and ye gave me meat ;” or 1 
« was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat. 
Mark 
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Mark it well, my brethren, and ponder it 


ſeriouſly; in explaining his procedure, in 
making the contraſted enumeration Which He 
holds up as the reaſon and ground of his 


deciſion, the great Judge does not ſelect cer- 


tain ſplendid acts of virtue, as the objects of 
his approbation, nor atrocious acts of wicked- 
neſs, as the object of condemnation and 
puniſhment. No: Quiet, unoſtentatious, 
ſober goodneſs; diſpoſitions of humanity, 
mercy, beneficence formed into a habit, every 
day virtue; theſe conſtitute the character of 
the righteous, theſe exalt the human into a 


ſimilitude of the divine nature, theſe ſurvive 
the ſtroke of death, theſe are well pleaſing in 


the ſight of God, theſe accompany the poſ- 


ſeſſor to the kingdom of heaven. On the 


other hand, cold, deliberate, habitual ſelfiſh- 


| neſs, unkindneſs, neglect; a hard heart, a 


cloſed hand, -an unpitying eye ; theſe cha- 
racterize the wicked, fink the man into the 


demon, alienate from the life of God, purſue | 


the offender through the horrors of the tomb, 
confront him at the judgment ſeat, plunge 
him into the -lake, which burneth with fire 


and brimſtone, with the devil and his angels; 


c with 
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with the cruel, and the unfeeling, and the 
unmerciful. What forms of religion, what 
punctuality of attendance, what vehemence 
of zeal, what rectitude in opinion, what de- 
mureneſs of deportment, can compenſate for 
the abſence of love, for the ice of inhuma- 
nity, for the flint of ſelf ? ** Whoſo hath 
this world's good, and ſeeth his brother 
have need, and ſhutteth up his bowels of 
„ compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the 
< love of God in him! ?“ 

This is an offence, not puniſhable, indeed, 
by human tribunals. The ſtatute-book is 
ſilent with regard to the interchange of kind 
affections between man and man, and the 
obligation ** to do good, and to communi- 
„ cate.” But the religion of the bleſſed 
Jeſus takes up the caſe which the legiſlatures 
of the world cannot reach ; it appeals to a 
_ tribunal, from which no offender can fly; it 
brings forward a witneſs, whoſe teſtimony 
cannot be invalidated; it refers to a day, 
which ſhall bring to light, not only open 
acts, but alſo ſecret thoughts. An hard man, 
in the eſtimation of the world, is ſo far from 
being an odious character, that a certain 
degree 


. 
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degree of reſpectability attaches to it. What 
he will appear, how he will be treated, at the 
judgment ſeat of Chriſt, merits very ſerious 
conſideration, May the ſelfiſh, and the proud, 
the ungracious, and the hard-hearted, con- 
ſider it well, and learn to make to them- 
« ſelves friends of the mammon of unrighte- 
es oulneſs.”. „ 

I am brought forward to, not the leaſt inte- 
reſting, not the leaſt inſtructive branch of 
my ſubject The intimacy of union which 
ſubſiſts between preſent conduct and future, 
eternal retribution; and between the Saviour of 
the world, and all; the meaneſt, of the mem- 
bers of that body, whereof He is the head : 
In as much as ye have done it unto one of 
e the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have 
<« done it unto me.” But to proſecute this, 
at preſent, would be to fruſtrate one of the 
purpoſes which ſuggeſted this addreſs, and 
the ſubje& of it. I ſhould, perhaps, encroach 
on your time, exhauſt your patience, and 
cramp your liberality, I refer it, therefore, 
to the ſervice of the afternoon ; when I hope 
to overtake the remaining particulars of my 
ſwelling theme, and to collect the gleanings 
| £8 3 of 


| 
| 
. 

þ 
| 
| þ 
4 
. 
' | 
. 
| | 


20 : THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


of your bounty. I now proceed, briefly to 
{tate the object of my preſent application to 
you, and the arguments by which it may be 
recommended to your conſideration. 

It is not neceſſary to go about to prove, that 
the times in which we live are both cala- 
mitous and perilous ; for, I belieye, there are 
very few thinking perſons in theſe kingdoms, 
who do not, at preſent, both feel and fear. 


War, however juſt and neceflary, is always a 
ſore evil; oppreſſive while it laſts, uncertain 


in its iſſue, and productive of laſting diſtreſs, 
after the ſtorm is ſpent, though ſpent ever ſo 
favourably. The late conyulfions in the 
commercial world, though not imputable, in 


the firſt inſtance, to the war which is raging 


in the bowels of Europe, have undoubtedly 


been ſtrengthened and extended by the addi- 


tional plague of war. And though, through 
the goodneſs of a kind Providence, the ſword 
is not devouring within our land, yet multi- 
tudes are ſuffering under another of the judg- 


ments of almighty God—penury of food, not 


from culpable indolence, not from famine, 
but from want of employment. 
It is my buſineſs, this day, fimply to ſtate 

: facts, 
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facts, not to reaſon upon them. I am in- 
ſtructed, then, to ſay, and, it is, in part, con- 
ſiſtent with my own knowledge, that a very 
conſiderable proportion of the inhabitants of 
one of the moſt populous, moſt ſober, and 
moſt induſtrious diſtricts of this great metro- 
polis, have been, for months paſt, labouring 
under the miſery, not of wilful and criminal, 
but of pitiable and unavoidable idleneſs; and 
of want, its inſeparable attendant. Stagna- 
tion of trade, in the weaving branch, that im- 
portant article of the manufactures of our 
country, fell, with equal weight, on the 
maſter and the ſervant, on the employer and 
the employed; but, from the nature of 
things, it muſt have been ſooneſt, and moſt 
ſeverely felt, by the operative and labouring 
part of the community, whoſe ſubſiſtence 
depended on a regular, weekly ſupply. The 
moment this failed, their ſtaff of bread was 
broken; and fail it muſt, fail it did. 

Ihe maſters, reduced themſelves to the 
cruel neceſſity of withholding employment, 
for they had none to give, nevertheleſs, with 
a liberality, a humanity that reflects the 


- Higheſt honour on them, aſſociated for the 


C3 merciful 
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merciful purpoſe of ſoliciting voluntary ſup- 
plies for theſe unhappy manufacturers, and. 
their ſtarving families: And they have been 


going about to the habitations of eaſe and 


affluence, imploring a relief, which they 
might carry to the haunts of wretchedneſs. 
And, bleſſed be God, they have not laboured 
in vain. 

Permit me to retail the authentic informa- 


tion which I have received on the ſubject. 


When the calamity began more ſeverely to 
preſs, in June laſt, a ſubſcription was opened, 
in the region of the city which was pecu- 


larly afflicted, for ſupplying the neceſſitous 


with bread. The benevolent conductors. of 


the ſubſcription, have net only generouſly - 


contributed their money, but devoted their 


time, to this gracious work. They have 


met, from week to week, to conſider the caſe 
of the poor; and haye had the heart-felt 
ſatisfaction of being enabled to relieve up- 
wards of 1 300 families, conſiſting of at leaſt 
50co individuals, with a ſupply of almoſt 
30,000 quartern loaves of bread. The diſ- 
treſs was, in many inſtances, found to be ſo 
grievous, that the wretched ſufferers had 

IT 
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been induced, impelled, to exchange their 
little all, to the very bed on which they lay, 


for food ; and that miſerable pittance being 


exhauſted, were ſilently periſhing for want. 


It is eaſy to conceive, that the gradual ap- 


proach of the gloomy and ſevere ſeaſon of the 
year, mult be gradually aggravating the evil. 
Heaven has, indeed, been ſingularly propi- 
tious in this reſpect ; and we cannot acknow- 
ledge, with ſufficient gratitude, a mildneſs 


and ſerenity of weather, prolonged to the 
very ſolſtice, which is hardly to be paralleled 


in the memory of man. But mild as the 


winter hitherto has been, it begins to be felt. 


Some, who had found a refuge in the labours 
of the field, from the interrupted labours of 
the loom, have found that refuge. too, failing 
them; and the number of applications is, of 


courſe, from week to week, increafing. On 


Tueſday ſe'ennight, no leſs than 488 families 
were relieved, with a ſupply of 2880 quartern 
loaves, and of a buſhel of coals to each fa- 
mily ; and, though the exact amount of the 
ſupply of laſt week has not yet reached me, 
I may venture to affirm, it cannot have been 


leſs than the preceding. The number of 


C4, 


weavers, 
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weavers, winders, and others, whoſe ſubſiſt- 
ence flows immediately from this ſource, 
now actually and totally unemployed, is, at a 
moderate calculation, 5000. An equal num- 
ber, nearly, have not more than half employ- 
ment ; and, in the quarter of the city, called 
Spitalfields, it is ſuppoſed that 1 5000, at the 
leaſt, depend on their labour for ſubſiſtence. 
And thus have I ſubmitted to your conſi- 
deration, ** a plain, unvarniſhed tale“ of woe, 
exiſting not on the coaſts of Africa, not in 
the iflands in the boſom of the Atlantic, not 
along the banks of the Ganges, not in Flan- 
ders, not in France; but in Britain, but in 
England, but in London ; at our door, under 
our eyes: miſery diſplayed, not in the tropes 
of a parliamentary harangue, to rouſe the 
75 paſhons, and to ſerve the purpoſes of party ; 
but in the moanings of hungry children, in 
the ſighs of more weptchel mothers, whoſe 
ears are affailed with the voice of their young 
ones crying for bread, and there is none ta 
give them : Miſery diſplayed, in the pale 
faces and ſuppreſſed groans of fathers, pining 
in idleneſs; able, willing to work, but the 
means, and the reward of labour, denied, 


Can 
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Can ſuch a cauſe as this, need art and elo- 
quence to recommend it? No, ſurely. 
Every one who caſts an eye on the diſ- 
tracted ſtate of a neighbouring country, alas, 
how long our rival, our enemy! will have a 
peculiar, a perſonal, as well as a Britiſh mo- 
tive, to the exerciſe of his benevolence, this 
day. The objects, in whoſe behalf your 
bounty is now ſolicited, are quiet, peaceable, 
patient ſufferers. They addreſs you, not 
perſonally, with angry, threatening words; 
but in the ſpirit of meckneſs and ſubmiſſion; 
and through the organ of their humane and 
compaſhonate ſuperiors, who formerly paid 
them the price of labour, and are now pro- 
curing for them the means of ſupport, for 
the love of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
compaſſionate friend of mankind. Their de- 
meanour is dutiful, grateful, reſpectful. The 
leſs they aſſume, the more powerful is their 
claim. Croſs the channel, obſerve the dif- 
ference, and give God thanks. Perſons of a 
fimilar deſcription, in our rival metropolis, 
would not have come to you as ſupphants, 
and departed with bleſſings on their lips, in 
behalf of their ſympathizing benetaQors ; 
| | but 


— 
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but, with a baſe and boiſterous ſword,” 
would have © enforced a living “ With 
equality in their mouths, and the dagger in 
their hands, would have been in your 3 
your ſhops, your pockets, to do themſelves 
Tight, to correct the blunders of Providence, 
and to ſupply the imperfection, and ſtimulate 
the tardineſs of human laws. No, with us, 
bleſſed be God, it has not come, I truſt it 
Never will come, to this, The due ſubordi- 
nation of ranks is preſerved, the rights of 
| perſon and property are reſpected, the laws 
are revered ; the great and rich are generous 
and beneficent, the poor are grateful; and, 
though in diſtreſs, we are nor in deſpair, for 
there is ſtill ſome fear of God before our 
eyes. 

It is highly pleaſing to find, through the 
whole expanſe of nature and providence, an 
eternal balance preſerved, one thing ſet op- 
poſite to another, light and ſhade; error 
forcing truth out of obſcurity ; miſery ex- 
citing the generous emotions, and exertions 
of ſympathy ; the ills of life giving birth to 
dormant excellence, and one man's woe diſ- 
£ playing another” s worth. The occaſional at- 

| tention 
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tention which I have been led to pay to the 
diſtreſſes in my neighbourhood, has diſcloſed 
to me acts of benevolence, which might 


otherwiſe have remained unknown; and 


I ſeize the opportunity. which they fur- 
niſh me, to mention, with profound reſpect, 
a name, dear to every friend of humanity, 
the late JohN THoRNTON; a man who made 
it one of the great buſineſſes of his life, to 


find out, and to relieve, human wretched- 


neſs; whoſe ample fortune was ſhared with 
the hungry and the naked; who waited not 
till want came to his door, craving a ſupply, 
but found his way to the abode of want, to 
cheer and comfort it. It is with inexpreſſi- 
ble ſatisfaction I add, that I have reaſon to 
believe, the children of that truly great, be- 
cauſe good, man, are walking in their fa- 
ther's ſteps, I would have mentioned ano- 
ther name, with ſimilar reſpect, but for the 
apprehenſion that ſome of the family might 


poſſibly be in my audience, and miſtake the 
language of truth for that of flattery. From 


bim, too, as from another aſcending Elijah, 
2 double portion of his ſpirit has fallen on his 
effspring, and may it be propagated to theirs, 
| | without 
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without end. This, my brethren, is the true 
ufe of increaſing wealth and profperity ; this 


is the way to purchaſe an honourable reputa- 


tion; thus may a man, while he yet lives, 


erect for himſelf a monument, more durable 


than marble, and be held in everlaſting re- 


membrance, while the memory of the man 


of mere wealth ſhall rot. 

The ſeafon of feſtivity approaches ; may I 
be permitted to ſuggeſt a hint ? It is m your 
power to be generous this day, at no manner 
of expence. One {uperfluous, expenfive diſh 
retrenched ; the excels of the wine fo freely, 


ſhall I ſay, unwiſely, beſtowed on your 


gueſts, will fully indemnify you for the pit- 


tance now aſked, to feed the hungry, and the 


praiſe of your hoſpitality not a whit dimi- 
niſhed, perhaps the cenſure of extravagance 
eſcaped. Shall I venture' to hint retrench- 


— ment in an article, ſtill more waſteful, and 
much leſs reputable ? No, I muſt not ſup- 
poſe it to exiſt here. But I bluſh to think, 


that more is frequently laviſhed on a wanton, 
than is neceſſary to the comfortable mainte- 
nance of half a ſcore of poor, honeſt families, 


The ground I am on is delicate, I therefore 


| quit 
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quit it, with an admonition, at which you 
dare not take offence, for it is not mine, but 
the Lord's. When thou makeſt a dinner, 
or a ſupper, call not thy friends, nor thy 
« brethren, neither thy kinſmen, nor thy 
rich neighbours : leſt they alſo bid thee 
„again, and a recompence be made thee. 
„But, when thou makeſt a feaſt, call the 
© poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind; 
and thou ſhalt be bleſſed; for they cannot 
i recompenſe thee : But thou ſhalt be re- 
e compenſed at the reſurrection of the juſt.” 
Let the ſpirit, not the letter, of this admoni- 
tion of the bleſſed Jeſus, ſink deep into your 
hearts. I would not have you oftentatioufly 
feaſt the poor at your houſes, but enable them 
to feed at home. And look for your reward, 
in the benedictions of the wretches whom 
your bounty has relieved; in the reflection 
that you aim at being like God, * merciful 
& as he is merciful ;” and in the proſpect of 
a © kingdom prepared for you, from the 

© foundation of the world.” | 
With this reflection, I for the preſent take 
my leave, reſerving the continuation of my 
ſubje& till the afternoon, when I hope to be 
4 honoured 
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| honoured with your attendance and attention. 
May God abundantly bleſs your ſubſtance, 


enlarge your hearts, and open your hands: 


And to his great name be the praiſe and glory 
of all, Amen. 


THE 
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Mar. xxv. 35, 40. 


* was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: 
in as much as ye have done it unto ene of 


* the leaſt of — my brethren, ye have 


cc done it unto me.” 


EHOLD the children of men, how they 

run, how they ride, how they fly ! See 
how they buy, and ſell, and get gain ;” 
how they plant, and build; how they ſtrive, 
and fight! And in what does all terminate ? 
In the tomb. Whither does all lead ? To 
the judgment-ſeat. What ſettles the value 
or worthleſſneſs, the merit or demerit, the 
glory or the ſhame, of every human purſuit ? 
The impartial and unerring deciſion of the 


great Judge of the quick and the dead, who 
„ ſearcheth 
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« ſearcheth the hearts, and trieth the reins, 
of the children of men.“ 

To that awful day of retribution let me 
again lead your attention, not as ſpectators, 
but as parties, that the preſent day may be 
improved ; the opportunity of doing good, 
and communicating, joyfully ſeized, and a 
good foundation laid, in time, for ſupporting 
a building of God eternal in the heavens.” 
I have, already, directed your eyes to © the 
% Son of Man coming in his glory ;” he 
_ * King” to whom all judgment is committed, 
and at whoſe diſpoſal all things are; and to the 
s innumerable company of angels, who 
ſhall grace the ſolemnity, give evidence in 
the cauſe, and execute the high award. I 
have placed you and myſelf amidſt the count- 
leſs myriads, whoſe hearts and lives are, that 
day, to undergo examination ; though indi- 
viduals, not loſt, not confounded, in the 
eroud; though mean, not overlooked, and 
paſſed by. We have ſeen the ſolemn, final, 
diſcrimination made, the righteous” for 
ever ſeparated from the wickbll: ” We 
have, with trembling ears, heard the irrever- 
' fible doom pronounced, good and evil, life 
and 
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and death, the blefling and the curſe, come 
ye bleſſed:“ „ depart ye curſed :” and the 
reaſon and rule of judgment aſſigned ;—ſuch 
and ſuch I was, and thus and thus acted ye. 
This brings me to take up, and reunite, the 
interrupted thread, and to impreſs upon you 
this important truth, conveyed in the words 
of our Saviour, and acknowledged of every 
man's conſcience in the ſight of God : 

VII. There is an intimate, an inſeparable 
connection, between preſent conduct or ne- 
glect, and a future and everlaſting recom- 
pence of reward; * ye gave me meat, 
therefore, I appoint unto you a kingdom.” 
“ Ye gave me no meat,” therefore, de- 
part from me, I know you not, ye workers 
of iniquity.” Ah, little do men think, 
that they are from day to day recording their 
own hiſtory, ſealing their own deſtiny. 
The books are opened, and what is found 
written ? The idle, or the uſeful word, now 
falling from thy lips; the ſacred, or the im- 
pure ores. now forming in thy heart ; 
the work of mercy this hy performed, of 
left undone. No one of thy thoughts, words, 
actions, O man, is a matter of indifference. 


D He 
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He who is living well for to-day, is living 


well for eternity. The crime, or the neglect 
of this moment, will riſe up in judgment 
againſt thee. The plea of, ignorance, of in- 
attention, of inadvertency, will, in that day, 
avail thee nothing. The crime charged is 
not, thou haſt oppreſſed the poor,” thou 


haſt daſhed the cup from the lips of the 


thirſty, thou haſt ſtripped the orphan of his 
clothing, thou haſt poiſoned the ſprings of 
life, thou - haſt, without a cauſe, caſt thy 
brother into priſon 3 but the hungry and 
thirſty, the naked, the fick, the captive, thou 
haſt failed to reheve and comfort, when it 
was in the power of thy hand to do it. I 
preſented to thee an object, 1 furniſhed an 
opportunity, I ſupplied the means, but ye 
would not hear, ye would not lay it to heart, 
to give glory to my name; therefore, I will 
„ make thy plagues wonderful.” What a 
conſtant motive to ſeriouſneſs and attention ? 
Men attend carefully to temporal conſe- 
quences. This will endanger my health, 
that will affect my good name; this will 
ſhake my credit, that goes to my life ; here I 
my loſe a friend, hw I may provoke an 
enemy. 
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enemy. And on ſuch conſiderations as theſe 
they live and act. Ah, why do they not 
purſue conduct to its everlaſting conſequences 
and effects? How many unworthy deſigns 
would then be ſtrangled in the birth? How 
many idle, haſty, profane words, would. then 
be repreſſed? How many crimes prevented, and 
how many works of mercy practiſed, which 
men now commit with greedineſs, or ſhame- 
fully omit to perform? That ſingle ſtep may 
be fatal, it may fix my character, it may 
draw after it a train, it may affix the ſeal to 
my doom, it may give a colour to eternity. 
The moment I take it, a righteous God may 
ſay, He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt 
e fill; and he which is filthy, let him be 
« filthy ſtill :” For, alas, it is not always in 
the ſinner's power to {top where he intended, 
and whenever he pleaſes; it is not in his 
power to retrace the maze which he has 
already trod. He may put in motion the ſtone 
at the brow of the hill, but arreſt it he can- 
not in its midway deſcent ; down it mult go, 
with increaſing rapidity, be the bottom ever 
ſo diſtant. Every link of the chain, whe- 
ther of good or evil, runs into that which is 

N imme- 
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immediately approximate, and the firſt, and 
the laſt, are as really united, though more 
remotely, as any two in the ſeries. As the 
laſt, therefore, is formidable, or deſirable, the 
firſt is to be avoided, or purſued. 

The repreſentation which our Lord here 
gives us of a future judgment, ſuggeſts ano- 
ther intereſting view of preſent things: It 
exhibits to us the great King and Head of the 
Church, as omniſcient, omnipotent, everlaſt- 


ing, ſympathetic, retributive: as uniting in his 
perſon, from the beginning to the od, the 


characters of Deity "Rand 3 his un- 
limited, glorious perfection, as God, his rela- 
tion to us, and the intereſt which he takes in 
us, as man: 

VIII. I was an hungred and ye gave ME. 
ae meat, and ſo of the "hes acts of kind- 
neſs enumerated “ in as much as ye have 
„done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my 
„ brethren, ye have done it uuto ME. The 


ſovereign Judge here advances for himſelf a 
claim ; 


1. Of omniſcience ;, and who, but a being 
poſſeſſed of this character, is equal to the diſ- 
charge of ſuch a truſt? And to what being, 

but 
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but one, can this character belong Even to 
God only. Many of the works of mercy and 
goodneſs court the ſhade. The beneficent 
Chriſtian, when about to diſtribute his alms, 
is little anxious to ſound a trumpet before 
him, in order to attract human obſervation 
and applauſe ; his “ right hand knoweth not 
What his left hand doeth.” The workers 
of iniquity, for a very different reaſon, ſhun 
the light ; 5 every one that doeth evil hateth 
5 the light, neither cometh to the light, left 
his deeds ſhould be reproved.” But nei- 
ther the one, nor the other, can eſcape the 
notice of that diſcriminating eye, which, 
„as a flame of fire, goeth up and down, 
by through the earth, beholding the evil and 
„the good.” It has the peculiar quality of 
penetrating into the internal of man, I, 
the Lord, ſearch the heart.“ It diſcerns 
the futility of the ſplendid, gaudy, offerings 
of wealth, oſtentation, and pride; it marks, 
with approbation, the pious and benevolent 
ſpirit of the © poor widow” who caſt her all, 
ker © two mites,” into the treaſury of the 
temple. It views the open act in its connec- 
tion with the motive which gave it birth, 
gf 3 and 
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and with the end at which it aims. And 


that cye, will, at length, diſcloſe to the eyes 


of an aſſembled world, what it now in ſecreſy 
and ſilence beholds. 


2. Together with the attribute of omniſci- 


ence, the great King and Judge repreſents 
himſelf, as exerciſing that of omnipreſence, 


another of the incommunicable perfections of 
Deity. From whence has been collected that 
great multitude which no man can num- 
ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
< ple, and tongues ?”” From the eaſt, and 
« from the weſt, from the ſouth, and from 
e the north.” *+ Wherever two or three 


were gathered together in his name, upon 


« earth, 5 was in the midſt of them. The 
ſolitary wanderer, on yonder mountain's top, 
is not ny the voice of friendſhip whiſpers 
in his ear, fear not, for I am with thee; 
„be not diſmayed, I am thy God.” With 
Jeremiah in the dungeon ; with Daniel in 
the lions' den; with Jonah in the whale's 


belly; with the children of the captivity in 
the fiery furnace; with Peter in the priſon ; 


with Paul and Silas in the ſtocks ; with John 
in the iſle of Patmos, behold the ever preſent 


THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, 39 


form of the Son of God, illuminating the 


dungeon; ſtopping the mouths of lions; 


quenching the violence of fire; melting away 
the chains from the priſoner's hands and feet; 
relieving the heavy hours of baniſhment with 
the viſions of God, and the proſpects of im- 
mortality, Behold Him in the cabinets of 
princes; and in the hut of the peaſant ; in 
the houſe of mourning, and in the houſe 
& of feaſting ;” as a cloud of glory, filling 
the houſe of the Lord, at the pious feaſt of 
Solomon ; as a hand writing on the wall, to 


diſturb the impious feaſt of Belſhazzar. 


„Can any hide himſelf in ſecret places, that 
J ſhall not ſee him?” ſaith the Lord : 
„Do not I fill heaven and earth?“ faith the 
Lord. 

3. Perpetuity of duration blends with the 
attributes of omniſcience and omnipreſence, 
in conſtituting the character of folemn, 
ſtanding before the throne, one vaſt, contem- 
porary aſſembly of all that ever lived, from 


Adam to the laſt of his poſterity ; theſe in- 


numerable tribes on earth ſucceeded each 


other : Neither patriarchs, nor prophets, nor 


D 4 prieſts, 


and 
ſupreme Judge. The innumerable tribes now 


—— — 
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prieſts, nor kings, nor ſmall, nor great, 


could continue by reaſon of death.“ 
One generation paſſed away, and another 
came. But this Man, becauſe he con- 


e tinueth ever, hath an unchangeable prieſt- 


“ hood.” Joſeph, who had preſerved alive 
his father's houſe in famine, muſt. at length 


reſign his pious charge, and leave it in the 


hands of Providence; „I die; but God will 
5 ſurely viſit you.” Aaron mult be ſtripped 
of his ſplendid attire, that Eleazar may be 
clothed in it. The rod in the hand of Moſes, 
muſt become a {word in the hand of Joſhua. 
David lays up in ſtore the materials, and 
Solomon builds the houſe. But to the Prince 
of the prophets; to the great “ Apoſtle and 
„High Prieſt of our profeſſion ;” to the 
King, ſet upon his holy hill of Zion ;*? 
& to the Son, he ſaith, T hy throne, O God, 


js for ever and ever. And, thou, Lord, in 
a the beginning haſt laid the foundation of 


„the earth, and the heavens are the works 
« of thine hands: They ſhall periſh, but 
thou remaineſt ; and they all ſhall wax old 
“as doth a garment, and as a veſture ſhalt 
t thou fold them up, and they ſhall be 

0 changed; 
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# changed : But Thou art the ſame, and 
thy years ſhall not fail * 2˙5 


Men leave behind them plans which they . 


are not permitted to execute; lay foundations, 
but cannot live to rear the fabric. The ſuc- 
cellor adopts a different plan, lays a new 
foundation, begins to build, but is interrupted 
in his turn; and leaves nothing but frag- 


ments and imperfection behind him. But 


He who has built his church upon a rock, 
lives through every age, to ſupport, to ex- 
tend, to protect it. At every period, the 
poſſeſſor of the day can ſay with Confidence, 
Lo, He is here, the alpha and omega, the 
beginning and the end;“ „ before all, 
through all, and in all.” I die, but He 
| ſhall viſit you; He lives for evermore. With 
what dignity, with what confidence of ſuc- 
ceſs, does He ſend forth his apoſtles to teach 
and to baptize, I am with you;” I am 
with your immediate, with your remote ſue- 
ceſlors, till time expire; © always, even unto 
the end of the world.” As often as * ye 
eat this bread, and drink of this cup,” 
every ſtate, at every period of my church, 
t I do ſhew the Lord's death till he come.“ 
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* am, that I am; I am the Lord, Ichange 
not. 


Theſe are the chaltets of Deity, aſſerted 


by, and manifeſted in, the perſon of our Lord 
Jeſus: Knowledge, which nothing can eſcape 


or elude ; an univerſality of preſence, which 
no place or perſon can exclude ; which fills 


heaven with its glory, earth with its good- 


neſs, hell with its terrors; and an unbroken 


continuity of duration and exiſtence, unaf- 


feed by the change and ſucceſſion of indi- 
viduals, of ſeaſons, of ages, and generations. 


The characters of Humanity, by which 


the Judge of all is related to us, leſs awful 


and repulſive, are but the more endearing and 
attractive. While thoſe remand us to our 
diſtance, ſaying, Come not near the Lord 
„ to gaze,” put off thy ſhoes from thy 
feet, for the place where thou ſtandeſt is 
holy ground ;” | theſe inſpire confidence, 
invite our approach, ſink terror in friendſhip. 
And what are theſe amiable characters of 
/ 7 eo 
4. Sympathy with the weak: the deſtitute, 
the afflicted of every denomination : ** In 


& ag much as ye did it to one of the leaſt of 
theſe 
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ce theſe my brethren, ye did it unto me.” 
This kind affection is the balm of life, the 


endearing bond of union between a man and Fi 


his brother. We ſuffer, not only with pa- = 
tzence, but with complacency and ſatisfaction, : 
7 we ſee thoſe whom we love, volun \ ii 
tarily drinking with us of our cup of bitter- h 
neſs, when we ſee the hand of affection py 
{moothing the pillow of our bed of languiſh- ji 
ing, friendſhip adminiſtering the medicine, or ö 
mingling the cordial. The pain that we j 


give, is the pain that we endure. And in 
this valley of tears, alas, this tender inter- 
change conſtitutes no inconſiderable part of 
the buſineſs, of the ſorrow and joy, of human -— 
life. It is the refuge which God and nature i 


have provided for the miſerable ; and it is | 
the accumulated treaſure of the proſperous 0 
nd happy: There is one to bear, there is 4 { 
(89 to ſhare it with me. | ö 
Such is the affecting view which the 1 
Scriptures preſent, of the ſympathetic ten- ö 
derneſs of the compaſſionate elder Brother of ö 
mankind, ſuch the character he glories in, 1 
both when in the valley of humiliation, and f 
when ſeated on the throne of his glory. ' 
. | 
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This 7 that friend who ſticketh cloſer than 


4% brother,” who has been „ a dwelling 
* place to his people in all generations ;*? 
& In all their afflictions He was afflicted, and 
„ the angel of his preſence ſaved them; in 
„his love, and in his pity, he redeemed 
„ them, and he bare them, and carried them 


all the days of old.” He it is who faith, 


& Henceforth, I call you not ſervants, but 
& friends, for the ſervant knoweth not what 
© his Lord doth; but I have called you 
friends; for all things that I have heard of 
* my Father, I have made known unto you.” 
And is this the only proof of affection that 
he has given? Is his love written in no other 
charaQers but theſe ? Behold his hands and 
his feet. Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his 
* friends.” What a conſolation, O man, 
under the preſſure of calamity, amidſt the 
frowns of the world, when the ſtream of 
creature comfort fails, in the valley of the 


ſhadow of death? „There is ſtill one who 


„ careth for me, who has bound me as a 
„ ſignet upon his arm, who has graven me 
on the palms of his hands,” in whom I 
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can confidently truſt, that he © will never 
leave me, nor forſake me.“ In as much 
«© as ye have done it to one of the ea of 
e theſe my brethren.” Men, in the pride 
of their hearts, are aſhamed of their poor 
kindred ; they diſown, and neglect them. 
Worth, if clothed in rags, is overlooked or 
deſpiſed : © If there come in a poor man, in 
„vile raiment;” to him it is ſaid, Stand 
thou there, or fit here under my footſtool.” 
It-is not ſo with Him, by whom, not appear- 
ances, but diſpoſitions, and actions, are 
weighed. © The firſt-born, among many i 
„ brethren,” is not © aſhamed” to acknow- { 
ledge the meaneſt of his relations, under that 
affectionate appellation, and under the ſtill 9 
more tender name of children, ſaying, 1 
will declare thy name unto my brethren ; 
and again, behold I, and the children 
„which God hath given me.” © He that 
e toucheth you, toucheth the apple of mine 
« eye.” TY 
Permit me to preſent you, as it happily + 
expreſſes my ideas, and is ſo completely 1 
adapted to my ſubject, with the tranſlation of & 
aà beautiful paſſage of a celebrated preacher of 1 
| the 
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the laſt age, in a neighbouring country, in 


his Sermon on the words of Solomon, The 


rich and poor meet together, (and meet 


they ſhall at the judgment ſeat of Chriſt,) 
„ the Lord is the Maker of them all.” 
“ Let us,” ſays Mr. Saurin, © let us ſelect, 
if poſſible, the moſt obſcure, the meaneſt, 
« the moſt miſerable creature in this aſſem- 


e bly: Let us pierce through the darkneſs 


©. which covers him: Let us raiſe him from 
„ that tomb in which indigence and lowneſs 
* of condition have ſhut him up. This 


© man, unknown to the world; this man, 


„ who ſeems hardly to exiſt, or to be but 
„ juſt emerging from his original nothing: 
This man, nevertheleſs, poſſeſſes the no- 


* bleſt, the moſt glorious privileges: This 


* man, being reconciled to God, by the 
power of religion, has a right to aſpire 
after every thing grand and ſublime: He 
&« has a right to draw nigh to God in the 
&« ardour of prayer; and may, without merit- 
e ing to be taxed as a viſionary, aſſure him- 
« ſelf, that Jehovah, that the great Jehovah, 


« amidſt the glory of heaven, amidſt the 


“ praifes of the bleſſed, has his eye upon 
| „him, 
8 


_ 7 
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him, liſtens to him, comprehends what he 
* means. This man has a right to fay 
„within hunſelf, The attention, which the 
great Lord of nature pays to the govern- 
„ment of the univerſe, to the neceſlities of 
the human race, tothe angelic choirs, to 
his own ſupreme felicity ; ſuch attention 
prevents not this adorable Being from 
thinking on me, from intereſting Himſelf 
about my health, my children, my family, 
my circumſtances, my ſubſiſtence, my ſafe- 


66 
C6 


00 


« even to a hair of my head. This man has 
* a right to addreſs God, by the moſt endear- 


La 


« ſay, the moſt familiar names, by which 


one man addreſſes another: He may call 
« him his God, his Maſter, his Friend, his 
« Father. This man has a right to come 
and fit down with God at the communion 
„ table, and to live, with reverence be it 
« ſpoken, to live with God, as equals do with 
« each other. This man has a right to apply 
„to himſelf all that is great, conſolatory, 
« delightful, tranſporting, in the myſteries 
of Redemption, and to fay, It was for me, 


I | s that 


ty; about the minuteſt of my concerns, 


ing, the moſt tender, ſhall I preſume to 
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l that the plan of ſalvation was formed in the 


„eternal counſels z for me, from the foun- 
« dation of the world, the Son of God was 
„ ſet apart, as a propitiatory ſacrifice ; for 
me, in the fulneſs of time, he aſſumed a 
„mortal body; for me, he tabernacled ſome _ 
« years among men; for me, he met the 
« ſtroke of divine Juſtice, and ſubmitted to 


< ſufferings, the very idea of which over- 


«© whelms the mind, drinks up the ipirits ; 
„for me, the Holy Spirit ſhook heaven and 


«6 earth, the ſea, and the dry land; eſtabliſhed 


a miniſtry which He has confirmed by the 


“ miraculous healing of the fick, by the re- 


4 ſurrection of the dead, by the caſting out 


of devils, by the convulſion of univerſal 
* nature. This man has a right to aſpire to 


<« the felicity of the immortal God, to the 
glory of the immortal God, to the throne 
& of the immortal God. Having reached his 


fatal hour, ſtretched on the bed of death, 


„without a friend to cloſe his eyes, or at- 


„ tended by thoſe whoſe ſympathy avails 
not; periſhing, amidſt impotent, uſeleſs 
« tears, for want of medicine, or the ineffi- 
* cacy of medicine, he has a right to bid de- 

% fiance 
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* fiance to death, as having no power to 
e diſturb, in the ſlighteſt degree, the internal 
* tranquility which he enjoys. He has a 
„ right to ſummon the gates of heaven to 
open for his admiſſion, and to ſay, Lift up 
your heads, O ye r ; and be ye lift up, 
&« ye everlaſting doors.” 0 
Are theſe things ſo, my brethren ? Is the 
leaſt of Chriſt's brethren thus privileged, 
thus dignified, thus ennobled, far beyond the 
ſtate of aKing? Then let me caution you con- 
cerning thee, in the words of Chriſt him- 
ſelf ; ©* Take heed that ye deſpiſe not one 
of theſe liltle ones; for, I ſay unto you, 
© that in heaven, their angels do always be- 
hold the face of my Father which 1s in 
e heaven.“ 

5. Impartial, exact e cloſes the 
* here preſented of the character of the 
Judge, and of that judgment which He is 
then to execute. To no purpoſe are wile, 
and good, and neceſſary laws enacted, unleſs 
they are applied and enforced. To no pur- 
poſe is the cauſe intelligently, impartially, 
faithfully tried, and fairly determined, if the 
judge wants inclination, or firmneſs, or 


E power, 
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power to give effect to his decifion ; if 
wrong remains unredreſſed, if the innocent 
continue to ſuffer, if the guilty eſcape. Un- 


happily, this imperfection attaches here as 


to all human things; and deplorable are the 
effects. Becauſe 1entence againſt an evil 
« work is not executed ſpeedily; therefore 


a the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in 


them to do evil.“ The righteous Gover- 
nor of the world may ſeem, to the inconſi- 
derate and the profane, to have abandoned 
the management of it, to a blind fatality, or 
to human caprice. In every age “ ſcoffers” 
have arifen, ** walking after their own luſts, 
and faying, Where is the promiſe of his 


coming? For, ſince the Fathers fell aſleep, 


«« all things continue as they were from the 
< beginning of the creation.” But Provi- 
dence will not for ever ſubmit to the inſult; 
juſtice will not always ſlumber. Theſe 


„ things haſt thou done, and I kept filence : 


„Thou thoughteſt that I was altogether 
„ ſuch a one as thyſelf : But I will reprove 
„ thee, and ſet them in order before thine 


66 eyes.“ The day is at hand, which ſhall 


bring to light the hidden things of -obſcurity, 
. which 
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which ſhall explain the myſtery of Provi- 
dence, reduce confuſion into order, juſtify the 
ways of God ro men, exalt the humble, and 
confound the proud. To this great era the 
apoſtle of the Gentiles refers, when he thus 
writes to the Theſſalonians, as a ſource of com- 
fort under manifold tribulation ; ** We glory 
in you, in the churches of God, for your 
„ patience and faith in all your perſecutions 
te and tribulations that ye endure; which is 
a manifeſt token of the righteous judg- 
ment of God, that ye, may be counted 
„ worthy of the kingdom of God, for which 
* ye allo ſuffer: Seeing it is a righteous 
© thing with God to recompenſe tribulation 
to them that trouble you; and to you who 
ee are troubled, reſt with us, when the Lord 
< Teſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
“ yengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall be punithed with 
e everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence 
of the Lord, and the glory of his power; 
* when he ſhall come to be glorified in his 
“ ſaints, and to be admired in all them that 

3 believe, 
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believe, (becauſe our teſliqqeny among you 
« was believed) in that day.“ 

 —Having thus endeavoured to impreſs upon 
your Sünde, the ſucceſſive ideas ſuggeſted 
from this all- intereſting ſubject, permit me 
to beſeech you, by the tender mercies of God, 


to cheriſh the impreſſion ; keep it alive, live 


under its influence. Beware of imagining 
that what I have been urging is merely the 
introduction to an application addreſſed to 
your generoſity and compaſſion; that all ori- 


ginates, and is to terminate in a temporary, 
. wk 9 


tranſient purpoſe. Indeed, my friends, I have 
much farther, much higher views. While I 
aſk of you a temporal gift to the ſons of want, 
I with ſtill more earneſtly to impart to you a 
ſpiritual gift, “ Incline your ear; hear, and 
$4 your foul ſhall live.” 

Truſt me, it is of wonderfully little im- 
portance, what you appear, what you are, 


now, but from the connection which the 


preſent has with hereafter, and the influence 


which it has upon it. The moſt favourite of 
your objects, the moſt ardent of your pur- 


ſuits, your higheſt joy, your deepeſt ſorrow, 
will wear a very different aſpect this day fix 
months, 
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months, from what it does this day. How 
much changed then will every thing be a 
century dense And, how the object will 
appear, in the day of final judgment, is the 
only enquiry that merits the attention of a 
rational being. 


In your werklly i moſt bebe 


ſhall 1 rejoice ; but if, unhappily, it miniſters 


to pride, or ſinful pleaſure ; if it makes you 


forget God, and forget yourſelyes ; if it fixes 


the world in your heart, and ſmothers your 


religious principles, both you and I have un- 


ſpeakable cauſe to mourn ; for, what ſhall 


<< it profit a man, to gain the whole world, 


and loſe his immortal ſoul, or what ſhall a 
man give in exchange for his ſoul ?” 


In your afflictions moſt ſincerely do I ſym- 


pathize ; but, if ye be Chriſtians indeed, and 
„ ſorrow after a godly ſort,” there is a period 


coming, when your ſorrow ſhall be turned 
into joy, „joy that no man taketh from 
* you ;” for, bleſſed be God, that, under the 
heavieſt preſſure, ** we ſorrow not as others 
who have no hope.” Be perſuaded to 


think, and to live as if you thought, that 


nothing is, or can be gocd for you, but what 


will 


— 
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will miniſter to your joy and rejoicing at the 


laſt day; and that nothing is, or can be, evil, 


but what, in that day, the great Lord of all 


will diſapprove, condemn, and puniſh. | 
Apply the ſolemn teſt of death and judg- 
ment to all your paſſions, purſuits, poſſeſſions. 


If you can but be engaged to make the ſalva- 


tion of the ſoul your great, firſt, leading 
concern, every point is gained; there will 
then be no occaſion to ſay, Be liberal, be 
merciful ; for theſe are among the natural 


expreſſions of the divine life: But, O how 


melancholy is it to reflect on the multitudes, 
whoſe hearts melt in pity to the temporal 
diſtreſſes of the poor and needy, who have no 
pity on their own precious, periſhing ſouls ? 
As to the ſecondary object of this day, I 
have only to add, that the calamity which 
we wiſh to relieve, is daily increafing ; and 
it muſt be removed, and the return of it pre- 
vented, by exertions of a very aifferent kind 
from thoſe we are now called ta make. It is 


of infinitely more importance, to furniſh a 
poor man with the means of earning his 
| bread, than to give it him for nothing. Un- 


leſs the moral principle be weakened, or de- 
+ ſtroyed, 
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| 10958 the being reduced to idleneſs is the 
ſevereſt ingredient in the ſufferings which 
many of theſe unhappy people are now en- 
during. For, in order to happineſs, the mind 
and the hands muſt be directed to ſome in- 
nocent and uſeful occupation. Were it poſ- 
ſible to feed theſe manufacturers, from year to 
year, from the funds of charity, it would 
neither . be kindneſs nor wiſdom. It would 
be unkind to them, by robbing them of the 
pleaſure of honeſt induſtry ; and it would be 
the reverſe of political wiſdom, for it is the 
intereſt of the ſtate, that there ſhould be as 
few drones as poſſible in the hive. 
What then is to be done, in order to a 
radical, and permanent remedy of the evil 
which we feel and deplore? I with I had the 
ſagacity to diſcover, and the power to enforce, 
the means of cure. It is a ſubject well- 
worthy of the attention of intelligent, judi- 
cious, and benevolent men in the commercial 
world ; of men, whoſe enlarged and well- 
inſtructed minds could comprehend, com- 
pare, and adjuſt, contending claims and inte- 
reſts. - It would, undoubtedly, be both im- 
politic and unjuſt, to relieve and ſupport one 
claſs 
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claſs of the labouring part of the community, 
at the expence of another: And what wiſ⸗ 
dom can draw the line, where one branch of 
manufacture, and the induſtry and capital 
which carry it on, ought to end, and another 


to begin. But fuppoſing this practicable, a 


greater difficulty 1s ſtill behind; Where 1s 
the wiſdom that is able to direct, where the 


power that dares pretend to control, Faſhion, 


that imperial miſtreſs of this fantaſtie world ? 
Let men deliberate on the caſe, and deter- 
mine how they will, it muſt be ſettled ulti- 


_ mately by another tribunal ; the cauſe muſt 


go for deciſion to the female world. I have 
been aſſured, that a very inconſiderable vari- 
ation in their dreſs would, without injuring 
any other department in trade, afford com- 


plete redreſs. If fo, I truſt it will be ſpeedily 


demonſtrated, by thoſe who govern even 


Faſhion, that, as in works of mercy and com- 
paſſion, as in perſonal attraction and aceom- 


pliſhment, ſo in the exertions of patriotiſm 


and public ſpirit, Britiſh females ſtand unri- 
valled among the nations of the earth. 
It is impoſſible for me to conclude, with- 


out endeayouring to expreſs the ſatisfaction 


which 
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which I feel, in reflecting on the liberal and 
generous conduct of this congregation, on the 
preſent occaſion. The idea of a contribution 
was no ſooner ſuggeſted than adopted, adopt- 
ed with warmth, by the elders, and by the 
people: And their zeal has been honourably 
efficient. It gives me inexpreſſible pleaſure 
to think, I have the honour to miniſter to 
_ perſons ſo well affected in a good cauſe; to 
think that the Scots Church, at London Wall, 
if not the firſt, was among the firſt, to take 
up a work of humanity; and not the laſt, 
nor leaſt, in labours of love. - May a gracious 
Providence requite them, in the grant of 
every neceſſary temporal bleſſing ; in ** ſpi- 
ritual and heavenly bleſſings in Chrift 
6 Jeſus ;” and in final approbation at the laſt 

day, Well done, good and faithful ſervants, 
s enter ye into the joy of your Lord.” Amen. 


THE END, 


Publiſhed by. the ſame Author, 
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Citizen of Zurich, and Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

The Tranſlation, from the ſuperb Edition in French, reviſed and cortetted by the 

Author, and collated with the original German, is accompanied with Notes critical, 


Hiſtorical, and explanatory; and enriched with exact, or improved, Copies, of all the 


original Engravings, executed in the moſt capital Style, and with Duplicates of ſome 
of the moſt intereſting Subjects, from original Paintings or Drawings, to which the 
Engliſh Artiſt has had Acceſs, and which Mr. Lavater ws i a” laments he had 
not the means of conſulting. | 

The Letter-Preſs is executed in the mo "In. Manner, and the Plates (exclu- 
five of Vignettes) printed on the beſt French Paper; and every Effort of Britiſh 
Art and Induſtry has been employed to render the Book, in its new Drely eh 
ro every former foreign Edition. 

CONDITIONS. 


I. The Work is printed on Imperial Paper, equally adapted to receive the Letter- 


Preſs and Vignettes, and with a Type caft on Purpoſe. 


TI. Each Number contains at leaſt Three Sheets of Letter-Preſs, acoo ed with 


from Eight to Twelve capital Engravings, including Vignettes and rofiles, de- 
ſigned to illuſtrate the different Subjects. 

III. The Work will be comprized, as nearly as can be computed, in 40 Numbers 
which will make four magnificent volumes in quarto. ' 

IV. Subſcribers to pay One Guinea Depoſit, for which they are to have a Recetpt 


from the Proprietors; in order to be infured Proof Impreſſions of lates, as 
a Security for completing their Purchaſe, and to enable the Proprietors t6 do Juſ- 
tice to the Undertaking. 


V The Price to Subſcribers for firſt Impreſſions 125. each Number, 


VI, ThePrice to Non-ſubſcribers for ſecond Impreſſions, 155 a Number. 


VII. Subſcribers will be faithfully ſupplied with their Cop es APY to the Order 
of their Subſcription. - | 5 
VIII. The Names of Subſcribers to this Work will he printed. 


IX. No. I. on theſe Conditions was publiſhed on Tueſday the 1ſt of Jan. 1788. 


N. B. Propoſals, on a large Scale, exhibiting a Specimen of the Work, may be 
had (Price Half a Crown to Non-Subſcribers) of H. Murray, Bookſeller, No. 32, 
Fleer-Street; of HENàY HUNTER, D. D. the Tranſlator, Bethnal-Green Road; 
and of TnoNAS Hor rowar, the Engraver, Newington-Green; of any of whom 
may likewiſe be had the 31 Numbers already Publiſhed. 

III. A SERMoN, on occaſion of the Trial, Condemnation, and Execution of 
Louis XVI late KING of FRance. To which is ſubjoined, a DiscouRsE on the 


- Riſe and Fall of the Payacy; originally publiſhed in the firſt year of the Preſent 


Century, and containing a very remarkable apocalyptical Conjecture reſpecting the 
events of the approaching year, 1794 : by RoBexRT FLEMING, V. D. M. Dr. Hu x- 
TER's predeceſſor as Minifter cf the Scors Chux ch. Price 36 6d—To be had 
of the Author and Editor; and of H. Murray, No. 32, Fleet-Street. 

IV. A Sermon on the Origin, Nature, and Properties of Light. — To be had of 
the Author, and of T. Field, No. 11, Cornhill. 

In the Preſs and ſpeedily will be publiſhed, by the ſame Author. . 

SERMONS on various Occaſions, collected and re-publifhed ; together with ſome . 
Originals never before printed ; to which are ſubjoined, Illuſtrations, and Anecdotes 
of the Perſons, Inſtitutions, and Events to which the ſeveral Subjects refer. 

| Preparing for the Preſs, by the Author, and in great forcvardneſs, 

A. TRANSLATION, from the French, of EULER's Letters to a German Princeſs, 
(the Princefs d'ANnarT DxssAav, Niece to FREDERICK II. King of Pruss14) on 
different Subjects in Phyſics and Philo ; Additions, by Meſſrs. pz Co- 
DOURCET, and DE LA CRolx zin 3 


